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matter
Compiled by: amber rose
We first discuss that matter takes up space---books, desk, person, etc. but things like
feelings, dreams, thoughts do not. I ask them if they think light takes up space. Usually
some say yes and others say no. I ask them to explain their answer. The yeses usually say
that it is here in the space of our room. So we do an experiment.....I have a plastic cup that I
fill with a little water and we mark the line on the side. I ask for predictions if I place a golf
ball in it. They usually predict right. So I place the ball in the cup and we mark the new line.
Yes, this takes up space so it must be matter. Then I take the ball out. We look at our
original line. Now I am going to shine a light into the cup. Predict--now many want to
change their prediction. We shine the light and see it didn't move the water level at all so it
didn't take up space, therefore, it is not matter. Here is another experiment that I do. You
need the following....a balloon (round)a funnelbaking sodavinegartwo liter bottleI put the
funnel into the mouth of the balloon and put a good amount (to cover the bottom of the
balloon)of baking soda. I let the kids feel that it is solid. Then I show the vinegar. We state
that it is a liquid. Then I pour some vinegar into the two litter bottle (filling about 2 1/2 inches
in the bottom). I then place the mouth of the balloon over the mouth of the bottle---don't let
any baking soda fall into it yet! I discuss that a reaction is going to take place and I let them
predict. I then let the soda fall into the bottle---the balloon is blown up and we discuss that
we have made a gas. They really like this.I have a few more but can't get to them until we
go back. Hope this helps some. Have fun!
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